Product Design Summer Assignment
Your summer assignment must be submitted in the first lesson for this subject in September. The
completion of this assignment is compulsory and we expect you to put every effort into completing it to
the best of your ability. Failure to submit this assignment will jeopardise your place on this course.

Congratulations you have chosen to embark on a product design course at LaSWAP!
Guidance
• The summer assignment must be completed independently and will be assessed in the
first week of the A Level course.
• The task has been written in the style of the A level writing component of the exam and
the marking grid and grade conversion table below will help you know what you are
expected to produce.
• The task will be marked out of 40 (20 marks for your exhibition review and 20 marks for
your product analysis).
• You will need to bring your summer assignment to your first lesson and will then be
expected to make a presentation of your ideas to the class.

TASK 1: Visit a gallery/exhibition or design shop and write a review of what you learnt
and ‘understood from the visit. You should add photos/sketches to your review and
discuss what you liked/disliked and critically analyse what you have seen. Make the
review personal to your own taste and give your own opinions, as well as researching
background information about the exhibition/shop. This should be over two A4 pages.
TASK 2: Produce two A4 annotated pages on product analysis. Choose a product made from
more than one material that you consider to be ‘iconic’. Use ACCESS FM (you should all be
familiar with this acronym from studying DT GCSE. If not it stands for aesthetics, cost, client,
environment, size, safety, function, material) to write about your product, focusing on
materials, manufacture and function. Include detailed labelled sketches. Your research
should be primary. It can be from a museum/ exhibition/ designer shop/ or from your own
environment. Suggestions of sites to visit are listed at the end of this document. Ensure the
products you have analysed are something you are passionate about to show your own
interest for product design.
Extension task: Reinvent and redesign the product that you have analysed so that it has a
new or improved function. Include labelled sketches and diagrams.
Use subject specific vocabulary to write in full sentences, explaining each point that you
make.

The examples below show the quality and
level of written work needed for a product
analysis. These are examples of previous
students product analysis of primary
sources.

Sites you can visit
SHOPS:
Tom Dixon shop
Conran shop
Habitat
Hobbs
Ikea
Folklore
Scandium
twentytwentyone
Galleries:
The design museum
V&A
British Museum
Tate Modern
Science Museum
Transport Museum
Museum pf Brands, Packaging & Advertising
New London Architect
The Geffrye Museum
William Morris museum

Assessment criteria
Your teachers will use this marking grid to assess task 1 and task 2. Marks will be added up and grades based on
the grade boundaries below. It is linked to Section A of the AQA A level scheme of assessment ‘Identify and
investigate design possibilities’
Mark
16-20

11-15

6-10

1-5

Description
The content is relevant and links directly to the task that has been set. Reference is made to the end
user / target market and the potential for new innovative design ideas is identified.
Student employs a comprehensive range of strategies and techniques, including both primary and
secondary methods of investigation. All sources have been fully referenced.
Excellent, clear communication of ideas through a fully appropriate variety of methods and techniques,
eg sketching, photographic evidence, overlays.
The student demonstrates a deep understanding of the information gathered in their written work by
explaining their points in detail. Relevant and skilful use of subject specific terminology.
The content is relevant and links directly to the task that has been set. Reference is made to the end
user / target market and the potential for new design ideas is identified.
Student employs a broad range of strategies and techniques, which may include primary and secondary
methods of investigation. Most sources have been fully referenced.
Ideas are well communicated through a variety of methods and techniques which are mostly
appropriate. eg sketching, photographic evidence, overlays.
The student demonstrates a good understanding of the information gathered in their written work by
explaining their points. Relevant use of subject specific terminology.
The content is mostly relevant but may require more clarity and focus. Some reference is made to the
end user / target market. There is limited reference to the potential for new design ideas.
Student employs a limited range of strategies and techniques, which may require more primary
methods of investigation. Some sources have been referenced.
Ideas are adequately communicated through techniques, but a wider variety of methods eg sketching,
photographic evidence, overlays should be included.
The student demonstrates some understanding of the information gathered in their written work by
explaining their points. Some appropriate use of subject specific terminology
The content contains limited relevant information and requires more clarity. Minimal reference to the
end user / target market
Student employs a single strategy or technique, with a lack of primary research. Source referencing is
minimal.
Ideas are only communicated through basic methods. Techniques and involve the over use of the
internet.
A limited number of points are discussed. The student demonstrates only a basic understanding of the
information gathered. Texts require a better use of subject terminology.

Grade Boundaries Mark /40

Equivalent Grade

40-36
A*

35-32
A

31-28
B

27-24
C

23-20
D

19-16
E

