LaSWAP

Product Design Summer Assignment

Your summer assignment must be submitted in the first lesson for this subject in September. The
completion of this assignment is compulsory and we expect you to put every effort into completing it to
the best of your ability. Failure to submit this assignment will jeopardise your place on this course.

Congratulations you have chosen to embark on a product design course at LaSWAP!

Guidance

¢ The summer assignment must be completed independently and will be assessed in the
first week of the A Level course.

¢ The task has been written in the style of the A level writing component of the exam and
the marking grid and grade conversion table below will help you know what you are
expected to produce.

¢ The task will be marked out of 40 (20 marks for your exhibition review and 20 marks for
your product analysis).

¢ You will need to bring your summer assignment to your first lesson and will then be
expected to make a presentation of your ideas to the class.

TASK 1: Visit a gallery/exhibition or design shop and write a review of what you learnt
and ‘understood from the visit. You should add photos/sketches to your review and
discuss what you liked/disliked and critically analyse what you have seen. Make the
review personal to your own taste and give your own opinions, as well as researching
background information about the exhibition/shop. This should be over two A4 pages.

TASK 2: Produce two A4 annotated pages on product analysis. Choose a product made from
more than one material that you consider to be ‘iconic’. Use ACCESS FM (you should all be
familiar with this acronym from studying DT GCSE. If not it stands for aesthetics, cost, client,
environment, size, safety, function, material) to write about your product, focusing on
materials, manufacture and function. Include detailed labelled sketches. Your research
should be primary. It can be from a museum/ exhibition/ designer shop/ or from your own
environment. Suggestions of sites to visit are listed at the end of this document. Ensure the
products you have analysed are something you are passionate about to show your own
interest for product design.

Extension task: Reinvent and redesign the product that you have analysed so that it has a
new or improved function. Include labelled sketches and diagrams.

Use subject specific vocabulary to write in full sentences, explaining each point that you
make.
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sources.

The examples below show the quality and
level of written work needed for a product
analysis. These are examples of previous
students product analysis of primary

Store research

WVWNSn COMINg UD vt an I0Sa fOor 3 Product | went to
Tottennam Court

Primary Research

Secondary research - IKEA is a Swedisn-founded Dutch-
Dased Muitnatonal group wNICN JesignNs and Sess ready to
assembie furniure that can De practical or be used for
gocoration. | went to IKEA for inspiration on differont designs
ana mechanicems that could be used. From this vicit | was
abie to find a few Main Mechanisms that couid be used in
my product.

| raqily IS this agjustanie

Primary Research

This deaign llunstrates how
different shapes cun be used
logethes b order 1o coate
fencticnnl desigms. For
Instance, the sheives {designed
foe stoeing wine bottles), have
sguare gaga on the froat,
muking it ewier to read the
lubels of the bottle. The choular
holes oo the skde paneh
suppoet the bottie buse. This
Juxtaposition creates o visuslly
Interestiog design.

Whikit this shel is made
predominetely from vak, additionsl
brass features have been sdded to
wpport the books. Uskg tubuler
brass is sesthetically plewming, but
who makes the design more
mivimadst, and meaes that it
Fghter than & whele brass sheatl.

This shelving enit was not modilar, but It wes designed in o wary thet gave the
usion of modularity. e examgple, the shelves have purposely been mede to sit ot
different heights and be different in width and depth to ene anather. Despite this,
s w58l coe componant. Whikst this i a pleasing sesthetic, it supgests that
modular furniture b desirable, yet not dways practical. However, If furtituse is made
o be modulae, it shosld be & corsdious, practical step that is teken Is order 1o make
the prodect more versatile. This could simsltanecusly make the product imere
aflordeble, a3 1t can be beought in sections, rather thas the clent having to Ssancily

1 vialied the design shop twentytwestyone in order to
wein some Primary Resesrch.

| was particularly Interested in products that provided
cither shelving or storage, as | see my indoce garden
project as providing & skniler function.

Although there wies & large rumber of groducts to
chocse from, twentytwentyone has been cereful 1o
curate the sesthetic of the shop. Altheugh it s & shop
that stocks several different designers, inclading names.
fike Abvar Asho, it has been displayed so thet
everything b i the context that it could be found in a
domentic home. This was sseful for my research
Because | wis fully immersed bs thel designs.

Locking round & shep & weful from a desiin
petspective, beceuse It ghves exampies of several
These shebes have seathetic, reminiscent of the et | srarent types of product, some of which ave fulfilieg
The shelf folds ot of the wall whichis 8 movement. This is achieved only wsing two saterisls {ph/osk with shaminius | 1he ame purpese, but sl are doing soin @ way that is
technique that would be wied 10 save frames). The metal frames huve been puinted, so the simple coloor paliet abso | oy For instance, | was able to look ot tumber of
soace b small howaehokd envircements helps create the mink=alist lock.

different types of shebving. | realised just how many
peasibilities would be avalabie 10 me, especially if |
decide 1o uie ¢ mechanism 10 hany my small-scale
werden from & wal. s order 1o isvestigate this progerly
1 will need to complete some mere product amalyss of
dilferent designs and then compare them,

An adventage of twentytwestyone belog lakd out The s
show room is thet it ghes me ksplation by remisding
e of potentiel additional festures o & product

1wt specifically interested ba the castomissble shelving thet | sew. There were
Bosrd with holes deilied into them, and then thick dowels could be pushed into these
Bokes. Bourds rest on the dowels o they have routed siots on the bottom, meanisg
that they are stable and can theesfore cwate & shelf. This gves the dient the ablity
10 customise the belght and position of their shelws, which makes the design moes
Sexlle. The actusl length of the she¥ is the oaly components with fixed dimensions |
5 these are & jee-determised component. Desglte this, the design 38l ghes the |
dient freedom 1o choose from different sizes of board, faciltating for different
shelving combinations.

As well s having plywood exemples of this product, twestytwentyone #lso had
examples of modular shelving crested usisg hardwood boseds that hook ents &
slender metsl frame on either side. This frame meam that the diest can chocse to
move their shelves up of down between reguler intervels, agals gving them o
degree of lexility. | lie the way that these shelves provide the user & plece of
fnctionsd design, But also give them the cpportunity to personalise with, what is
eflectively, & modular system.

These prodects are made 1o & high standerd. However, they see abio generally very
expesalve and twentytwentyone s often viewed & being o prestigious dealgn sheg,
Iwould Bhe 1o design products that are accessible 1o everyone.

Alotof the preducts in twentytwentycne are of &
minkmalist desige. | will show these pages to my dient
and recelve feedback an what they think of the design
atyle &1 & whole. Finalising the style of o product
really important because that decisicn wil thes
Influsnce where to draw the rest of your irgiration
from. Theeefore | would Bke to decide this s early &
peasible in the design pericd. Another simiarity that |
ncticed between & lot of twentytwentyone's products
s thet several of them have sdjustalie or moduler
features. As well s this, it they aiso use darker,

i hard woods, or paler f boards
(e plywood) and white painted metals. Whilst the
colours of the meterials are more for the sesthetic
thas the functionality in this cese, the adjustebilty and
medularity of the product b en Indication of 4 pepular
prodects in the dedign world. Pecple sre attracted 1o
prodects they can chasge ead personalise, but also
alter s crder o take up bess space, This is definitely
semathisg that | should follow up, especially & iy
prodect is intended for small speces.




Sites you can visit

SHOPS:

Tom Dixon shop
Conran shop
Habitat

Hobbs

Ikea

Folklore
Scandium
twentytwentyone

Galleries:

The design museum
V&A

British Museum

Tate Modern

Science Museum
Transport Museum
Museum pf Brands, Packaging & Advertising
New London Architect
The Geffrye Museum
William Morris museum
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Assessment criteria

Your teachers will use this marking grid to assess task 1 and task 2. Marks will be added up and grades based on
the grade boundaries below. It is linked to Section A of the AQA A level scheme of assessment ‘Identify and
investigate design possibilities’

Mark | Description

The content is relevant and links directly to the task that has been set. Reference is made to the end
16-20 | user /target market and the potential for new innovative design ideas is identified.

Student employs a comprehensive range of strategies and techniques, including both primary and

secondary methods of investigation. All sources have been fully referenced.

Excellent, clear communication of ideas through a fully appropriate variety of methods and techniques,

eg sketching, photographic evidence, overlays.

The student demonstrates a deep understanding of the information gathered in their written work by

explaining their points in detail. Relevant and skilful use of subject specific terminology.

The content is relevant and links directly to the task that has been set. Reference is made to the end
11-15 | user / target market and the potential for new design ideas is identified.

Student employs a broad range of strategies and techniques, which may include primary and secondary

methods of investigation. Most sources have been fully referenced.

Ideas are well communicated through a variety of methods and techniques which are mostly

appropriate. eg sketching, photographic evidence, overlays.

The student demonstrates a good understanding of the information gathered in their written work by

explaining their points. Relevant use of subject specific terminology.

The content is mostly relevant but may require more clarity and focus. Some reference is made to the
6-10 end user / target market. There is limited reference to the potential for new design ideas.

Student employs a limited range of strategies and techniques, which may require more primary

methods of investigation. Some sources have been referenced.

Ideas are adequately communicated through techniques, but a wider variety of methods eg sketching,

photographic evidence, overlays should be included.

The student demonstrates some understanding of the information gathered in their written work by

explaining their points. Some appropriate use of subject specific terminology

The content contains limited relevant information and requires more clarity. Minimal reference to the
1-5 end user / target market

Student employs a single strategy or technique, with a lack of primary research. Source referencing is
minimal.

Ideas are only communicated through basic methods. Techniques and involve the over use of the
internet.

A limited number of points are discussed. The student demonstrates only a basic understanding of the
information gathered. Texts require a better use of subject terminology.

Grade Boundaries Mark /40

40-36 35-32 31-28 27-24 23-20 19-16

Equivalent Grade A* A B C D E




